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retain, of the Obligations I lie under to 


reſpectively ; 1 chuſe in general to 
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| ould have the Fruit of his Lions who en- | 
. Joys the kind Effects of your | Bounty. j 
my Lord, are an exception to that 1 Infi 
nth Scoffing at Things and Perſons ſacred, 


th charged apon this Generation. It were 
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atronixe 28 even OY prom en- : 
deavours, that tend to the Vindication of the 
 ChriſtianReligion, and the Credit of the Ch * | 
of England; and it; regular Clerg 
And as to You,my Lord, can 137 Baby 7 
whom is more 2 due, a return of my mit 
Acknomledgements, to whoſe Favour is ow1n 
the forementioced "happy Relation? It is ne 
thing but fit and decorous, that your Lirdhip 


which i in the following Treatiſe, 174 but tao 


to be wiſhed, that all were not only almoſt, eit 
"altogether ach as your Lordſhip- ir, for the 
"Exemplarineſs of of your Life a and fteadimeſ? in” 
Jy Principles, wo which 15 built our gpoſt | 
Holy Church. 5 * 
And in diſcharging Debts of: Grigindh 1 
can I with Equity be unmitidful of bim, who 
and 4 cer zealous care 1 
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I The Dedication. 

19 attaining the K indneſs of ſo wort 

| f have combined to endear to me. 

In the number of ſuch true lovers of « our 

* } | Church and Monarchy, as their Lordſhips are, 

f yy br lace you Sir, in full confidence of their 
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HESE Words are tlie reſult of a Se- 
18965 Contemplation upon the Miſ- 
ortunes of Good: Men in this World, 
and the Proſperity of the Wicked: 
This ſeemingly unequal Piſpenſation 
of Providence; Was a frequent Trouble and Of- 
fence to holy David, he Tragically complain in 
un of this * Pſalm (2, 37 4, J.) that his 
almoſt - gone, and his Steps had well 
8⁰ 15 „for he Was envious at the fooliſh, when 
ſav/ che oh erity of tlie Wicked, for there 
; Us eir. Death; but rheir Screqgth i is 
12 5 in Trouble as orher Men, LY 
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his Double? nor diffipate his Scruples, 1 thought 


I, (fays he, Verſe 16.) to e hand this, but it was | 
too painful for me. This was a difficulty Which 
he could 2 for ſome time get over, until (as he 
ſays, Verſe 17.) he went into the Sanctuary vf God, 
then all his Scruples were wholly removed, his 
beg ny enlighten'd, and his Faith confirm- | 


ed. But before, jealous a pprehenfions overſpread 
his Soul, and Doubts: had well nigh ſupplanted 


His Belief : he had in a manner made Shipwrack | 
.of his Faith, becauſe he could not for ſome time 


account for this Diſpenſation by Reaſon, as ap- 
pears by this deſponding Inference in the Text, 


Verily I have cleanſed my Heart in vain, and waſhed - 
my Hands in 3 or all the day lg h ave. 1 


been mn plageed and chaſt ned every morning. 


In diſcourſing upon theſe Words 1 ſhall obſerve | 


the wth method. LS 7 hs Js = 
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II. I ſhall offer ſome Reaſons in particular, to 
vindicate the Wiſdom, | Juſtice, and Goodneſs of 
the Divine Providence, in the inſtances of the Text, 


the Misfortunes of good Men in this World, and | 
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the Proſperity of the Wicked. 
III. And 


III. Ant laſtly, I ſhall conclude with ſome Ap- 
plication ſuitable to this Time and Place. 
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nableneſs, &c. J 
One of the greateſt atchievements of our Stu- 
dy, is to let us into the Knowledge of the nar- 
rovwneſs of our intellectual Views, the fur- 

t, ther Searches we make, the more viſible ap- 
pears the feebleneſs of our Sight; he that is not 

1 ſenſible of the weakneſs of Human Underſtand- 
ing, is one of the greateſt Inſtances of it: For 
there are ſo many unexceptionable Proofs of 

1 this in things that daily occur to our Eyes, that 
ve muſt of neceſſity either disbelieve the evidence 
of our Senſes, or acknowledge the defect of our 

75 Reaſon. There is ſcarcely any product of Nature, 

e cho' never ſo Commer, ape obvious, but what puz- 
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es and baffles our Underſtandings in ſome Cir- i | 
. ener or other : To inſtance only in the attra- 
E | be ion of the _Load-ſtone, and the ſtriking Fire 
cut of a Flint; as to the firſt, we can give no Rea- 
ſon of the Virtue that is in it; nor as to the lat- 
der, conceive. how ſuch a mutual Colliſion ſhould 
b ingender Fire; were not theſe Effects viſible to 
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daun Eyes, and obvious in Fact, we ſhould have 
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that he had good, th 
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hænomena in the natural World, can it be 


And 


Al that we ſhould be infallible or compes 

tent Ju Judges of all the appearances is the Moral? | 
2 rſt for thoſe things that are matters of 
eee If the moſt trifling Objects of Senſe 
have ſomething or other in them above ghe reach 
and capacity of the ſageſt Philoſopher handſomly 
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to unriddle, is it reaſonable to conclude the My- 5 | 
ſteries of our Faith abſyrd, becauſe we are not 


ahle ſatisfactorily to W the difhcukies con- 
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tained in them? | O $6: 2021 51 


Is it poſſible for God iti the' Works of Nature, 


to poſe our Underſtandings? And mult it be be. 
vond his Power in the words of his Revelation, 
to impart Truths unto us, Which we cannot com- 


prehend? Muſt God have no reaſon for his Reve: 
lation, becauſe there is nd 


And muff every thing be impoffibbe, Which we 
cannot preſently adjuſt to the Axioms and Rules i 
7 Science and Philoſophy ?. HED 3607 gull: Be, jel. | 
How uſual is i it as wegrow older and get rent 
er Experience, to attain the knowledge of ſeveral 
* things which! before Were too abſtruſe for Our less a 
71 udgtnents? And others may poſſibly ex- 5 

eaſe, 'w ich we ur 


in thoſe Difficulties with. 
Faves labour" in vain to ſolve. S0 that bur not 


clearly difeovering as to the manner, i no reaſe 
nable Objection againſt our. believing, as" to the 


Thing. Wie can give no other account of God's 

- of himſelf to” the es, be 
bu y his own goc 
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6.) tell them, that it Was neceſſary that tlie 
Wert of God ſhould: firſt have been ſpoöken to 
them! And #67 


Ang our Capacities ſometimes to. diſcry ; if he 


cod not, dle Creature would be as Wiſe as the 
Creator, and we {ſhould actually, what our firſt 


Parents fondly aſpired to, be as Gotls, having Un- 
derſtandings adequate to the full compaſs and ex- 
tent of all Truth. 

Beſides It is a faakeulobs things not ro be ſatisfied 
with leſs than either Comprehending all Myſteries, 


of believing none; for they word ceaſe to be My- 


ſteries as son as they became intelligible, nor 
word there be any Scope for our Faith, nor any 
Merit, or Worth in our Belief, if the objects of it 


were an and Demonſtratively evident. Nay it 
warrantally affirmed; that the Myſteries 5 


may N 
of th e Goſpel couꝰd not be expounded. to us with 


effect as to the Nature and manner of them; not 


thro?any defect in God, but our own Ing apacity 
to receive ſuch. Revelation ; -6ur Underſtandings 
are too narrow for ſo vaſt- a Theory, Sie cannot 
bear it now, twill be part of our Portion hereaf- 
tex; we ſhall then Know; as we are now, and 
clearly ſee what we knew but in part before; our 
Belief will be ſuperſeded by Sight, and our Faith 
ſwallowed u gf Viſion. In the mean time it is 


fufficient to now whom we have believed; and 
_ this 78. not groundleſs credulity, believing we 
know not why, but rational Evidence, equal with 


ne" in regard of the certainty of the aſſent, our 


ach r ying upon. the maſt ſure Foundation, the 
mM ee ne ternal FREIE God; If he has 
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in all other Caſes we may beſyre 
that God always Acts upon Reaſon, tho Tranſcen- 
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' Goodneſs towards us; and therefore ſince it is im- 
poſſible for us to diſcern all the connections and "Y 
tendencies of God's Actions, the full Comprehenſi-. 
on of which is abſolutely neceſſary to render us 
competent Judges of his Providence, how unreaſo- 
nable is it for us to cenſure at random and arraign 
that conduct which we don't underſtand? Much 
more Magiſterially to pronounce all to be the ef- 
fect of blind Chance and Fortune, which we can- 
not reconcile to infinite Wiſdom. For we are aſſured 
of God in general, that tho' Clouds and Darkneſs 
are ſometimes round about him andhis Judgmerits 
often like the great deep, Fachomleſs, Unſcarcha- 
ble, and-paſt finding out, yet that Righteouſneſs 
and True Judgment are always the Habitation of 
his Seat; they are ſo; and it is impoſſible they 
ſhould be otherwiſe, for he mult ceaſe to be God, 
before he can act contrary to theſe eſſential Excel- 
lencies, theſe lis antient Glories; notwithſtanding 
his Power is infinite; for it is only in a good Senſe 
ſo,; he cannot poſſibly do any thing that is in any 
wiſe contrary to the ſtricteſt Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
. Goodneſs, Truth, Juſtice, and Mercy, and ſuch 
like. And this without any Derogation from his 
Power, which indeed tho? circumſcribed within 
| FF theſe Bounds, is nevertheleſs Omnipotent in its 
proper Sphereot Action, being limited by no other 
meaſures, than-thoſe that are conſiſtent with the 
united Harmony of all theſe Perſections; if he 
cou'd ſwerve from any of theſe; *twou'd rather be 
an inſtance of Weakneſs, than an Argument of 
Power in him, which we cannòt attribute to him, 


without diveſting him of his God - Head. 
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* WF lay this! 8 à rational Foundation its 

lieving the equity of all his Difpenſations in ge- 
neral, tho“ we may be ignorant how to juſtify 
particular. Let us chen fu- 
ſpend our Judgmeats till we come into the other 

World, where we ſhall, with the beauty of God's 
- Pace, behold that of his Providence, ſee all the in- 


„me Phænomena in 


tricacies of it laid open and untavell'd, and every 


thing unfolded and made plain to our Underſtand- N 
And 
then I am ſure we ſnall ſee cauſe enough for ever to 


ings, which now ſeems ſo Myſterious to us. 


admire and adore 'that Wiſdom, which we now 


cannot comprehend ; and clearly diſcern that all- 
the ſeeming Inequalities were not inſtances of any 


Defect in Him, but in our ſelves, were not any 
dbjections to tlie evenneſs of his Conduct, but ſo 


many Arguments of the ſhortneſs of our dim Rea- 
ſon. Therefore whatſoever Diſpenſations we can- 
nor Fathom, let us not argue thus fooliſhly; this 


is not to be comprehended by Reaſon, and this we 
cannot reconcile to the Divine Perfections? T heres 


fore, che one ought not to be believed by us, nor 

the other to be imputed to God, but moſt con- | 
cluſiwely thus, This is the Word of the Lord, 
and that the Operation of his Hands: Therefore, | 


the one cannot but be True and the other 


Juſt and Good, tho? we are not able in a ſcienci⸗- 
fick way to account for the manner or rea ſonabie- 


nels of; either. 7H bony 
But we need not -build our Faith upon ſuch a 


implica tho?. ſolid: Foundation, in relation tothe 
Misfortunes of good Men in kn World, and tlie 
Proſperity of the Wicked; there: being ſuſßelent .Y 
Reaſons aſſignable to clear Providence of theſe Abs. 113 
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we could have no juſt cauſe to murmur or com- 
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upon our Senſes 


ſo engroſſes our wondering Attention, that we ne- 
ver ſee thoſe Troubles that may lie behind. Or, 
if we Survey them on every fide, we commonl7 


look no further than the ſurface, view only the 
Superficies of their Condition ; and thence diſcern 
not what a Heart they may have under this fair 
and glittering outfide, who like painted Sepulchres, 
may make a gaudy appearance, and be within no- 
thing but Ghaſtlineſs and Gloomineſs. Nay, tho? 
we {hou'd be as curious in prying into their in. 


ward Circumſtances as poſſible, yet we might ſtill 


be unacquainted with their Troubles, and ſtran- 
gers to their Diſtreſſes. Many private Griefs and 
Sorrows may be in the Breaſt of him, who carries 
a ſmiling Countenance ; . and if we cou'd but look 
into the Hearts of a great many gay and proſperous 


Sinners, we ſhould, I don't queſtion, be ſo far 


from admiring and applauding their Condition 


that we ſhould think them Objects worthy of our 


real Compaſſion and Pity. And as to the latter, 
we may miſtake bad Men for good; many may 
make great ſhew of Piety without, and have very 
little ſenſe of Religion within; a Sanctified Coun» 


tenance is no infallible Token of an Upright cart; : 


nay,itoften happens that the greateſt pretenders to 
Godlineſs, are the leaſt acquainted with the Power 
thereof; and that thoſe that haye the moſt of Grace 
and Sanctification in their 


have a ſmaller ſhare of either, than other Men in 
their PraQtices. We have Inſtances of this in the 
late unhappy Times; Men who pretended to the 
_ greateſt niceneſs of Conſcience, and outwardly ap- 
pear'd the demureſt of Saints, and yet made no 
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faireſt ee that affects us moſt, and ſtrikes 
s with the greateſt influence, and 


ouths, frequently 
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| fcruple to do thoſe things, nay, gloried in them, 
Vvhbereof, to ſay no worſe, they ought to have ben 

And certainly the Race of them is not worn out 

in theſe our Days; an ill-contrived Look, and a 

& whining, ſighing, and canting Tone is, Iam afraid, 
the whole of ſome Men's Godlineſs: Take but a- 
way theſe grimaces of Religion, and thou ſhale 

find none. Now, when it is ſo common for Men 

to make ſuch Demure Pretences to Holineſs, 
when they have the leaſt in reality, we who can- 
not ſee into their Hearts, may often miſtake this 

diſſembled Piety, for ſolid Worth; but God, who 

\f* Knows all the Secrets of the Breaſt, diſcerns the 

{- Hypocriſy, and often viſits ſuch Difſemblers with 

# the Rod of his Vengeance, who by their feigned 
Sanctity, paſs with us for Righteous 

But ſuppofe the Wicked as Happy, and the o- 
ther as Righteous as they appear, yet nothing can | 
be inferred from the Proſperity of the one, or the * 
Asdverſity of the other, prejudicial either unto the 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Goodneſs of God. 4 
- This is not the place for the open execution of | 
Juſtice the exact adjuſtment of things is adjourned' 
to another Tribunal, vhere every one will receive a 

reward proportionable to his deſerts. The Wicked 
for their Wages will reap the Vengeance of eternal 
Fire, and the Righteous the Love of God, and ever- 
laſting Happineſs. But I ſhall ſhew you even as 
| © to this World, that both the Misfortunes of good 
Mien, and the Proſperity of the Wicked, are fair- 
ly conſiſtent with the foregoing Attributes of God. 
And firſt for the Wiſdom of God. This unequal: 

1 fate of Things, wherein Proſperity and Adver- 

Y ſiy are-promiſcuouſly diſtributed, Vice often flou- 
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ſay, is abſolutely neceſſary, and better than an 


exact diſtinction between good and bad Men 


wou'd be in the diſtribution of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments. For ſhould Providence always be pro- 


pitious to good Men, and inſtantly puniſh every 


Offender in the very act of Diſobedience, the cer- 


tain proſpect of ſuch Occurrences, wou'd very | 


much ſupercede our Faith, and deter mine our Will, 
and make Men Religious more out of Neceſſity, 
than a principle of free Choice. For, as there 
cou'd be no room for our Faith upon ſo viſible a 
diſplay of a God above, and conſequently noVirtue 


or Excellency in the belief of him, ſo likewiſe Men 


wou'd not dare to be Wicked, upon the dread of 
having ſome ſpeedy Vengeance poured down upon 


them: And thereupon there wou'd be no excel- 


lency in their Piety and Virtue, as reſulting from 
an irreſiſtable Fear, and not from a principle of 
Sincerity and Duty. So that this Diſpenſation is 
abſolutely neceſſary in this ſtate of Trial and Pro- 
bation, where our Obedience muſt be a Free- will 


Offering, and an inſtance of Virtue in us. 


* 
©. 


to the Misfortunes of good Men in this World. 
There can be no injuſtice in God, in withholding: 
from us the good Things of this Life, if there be noi | | 
Merit in us. And how can we equitably. claim 
any thing as due upon the ſcore of the worth and 
value of our moſt excellent Performances; when all 
that we have, all that we are, is his by eternal 
right of Creation; our beſt and moſt holy endea- 
vours have ſome mixture and allay of evil; and 

| When We have dons our utmoſt, we are ſo far from 
a 5 e meriting 
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29. As to the Tuſtice of God. And firſt in reſpect 
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meriting 2: Reward, that we mult acknowledge 
ourſelves unprofitable Servants, and to ſtand in eg q 
Grace and Favour. © And ſhall: Offenders complain 
for the Puniſhment of their Sins? Are the greateſt - } 
Calamities that befall us here, fit to be put into the — |}; 
 Ballance with the numberleſs Tranſgreſſions | 
which the beſt of us commit againſt the Author of 0 
our Beings, and the preſer ver of our Lives? No we ö 
muſt acknowledge that he has puniſhed us much 
less than our Iniquities deſerved, and if we have 
our Beings, tho? no comforts of Life beſides, we 
are under an obligation to God, But he is no Deb- 
tor to us. FE | E 
(2.) As to the Juſtice of God in reſpect to the 
Proſperity of the Wicked. . 480 
The Iniquities of Men ſhall not finally paſs un- 
puniſhed, tho? at preſent they may meet with For- 
| bearance, for God is only ſuſpending the Effects 
of his Diſpleaſure, and defering Vengeance for a 
Seaſon; an Account of which the Holy Scriptures — - 
give us, the Lord will take Vengeance on his 
| WH Adverſarics and reſerveth Wrath for his Enemies; # 
= he will ſhew his Anger, and make his Power b 
known, after he hath endured with much long - ſuf- 
fering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted for Deſtruction. 
| God is never the leſs angry, for not preſently diſplay- 
| ing his Righteous Judgments; he cannot behold Ini- 
K quity with any degree of approbation, and will cer- 
- | rainly puniſh it at one time or another, and when 
be will do this, we ought in all Reaſon to leave to 
his Infinite Wiſdom to determine. If he does not in- 
FF fiat Puniſhment*as ſoon as there are Objects wor- 
chy of them, yet this can be no reflection upon his. 
uſtice, becauſe he knows when is the moſt proper 
ume to do it, agd:thegreatelt interval of impunicy 
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heavy Vengeance, uſually the further Compaſs | 
God takes, the heavier falls his Stroak at laſt: So 
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We have ſometimes known very old and proſpe - 


F 


rous. Sinners overtaken at long run with ſome | 


4 


that if we will but tarry the Lord's leiſure, he will 


moſt ſurely diſplay his Juſtice at one time or ano- 
ther to the puniſhment of Evil-doers; if he ſu- 
ſpends his Blow during the time of this Life, he will 


not fail to execute the Torments of Hell upon them 
in another World. . do wt 5, 


340. As to the Goodneſs of God. And firſt, 
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with reſpect to the Misfortunes of good Men in 
this World. The Troubles and Afflictions which 
God lays upon good Men here, are ſo far from ar- 


guing any Diskindneſs or Anger to them, that they 
are very high Inſtances of his peculiar Kindneſs 


and Love towards them. This at firſt hearing 


may ſeem a Paradox, and to carry in it a ver 


ſurprizing ſound, What! that God ſhould lay Afli- 


ctions and Calamities upon good Men, which ſeem to 


be tokens and expreſſions of his Enmity and Aver- 
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4 , 
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ſion, and yet this out of the abundance of his Love 


”- 
ON 


and Goodnels. 


But this will appear intelligible Divinity, if we 


D 


conſider, that tho Afflictions abſtractly and in 


their own Nature conſidered, are not good, as ren- 


dering us miſerable while we are under the heavy 


preſſure of them; yet they may be ſo relatively, and 
in regard of their ſignificancy and effect, and never 


il 


fail to be ſo, when God lays them upon good Men. 
All things ſhall work together for good, 0 them th 4 

ions ſhall, 
conſpire to advance their Intereſt, and promote 
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dove God, (Rom. 8. 28.) Even tlieir Affli 
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| | fites of his Children with unmix'd Proſperity, it 


Woold be a cruel. Kindneſs to them, and they 
would reap more Damage than Benefit by ſuch 
a fond Indulgence. The kind A ſpects of the World, 
and the blandiſhments and inſinuations of Proſpe- 
rity are apt to enamour the beſt of Men, and al- 
lure them from their Duty. Before J was afflicted 
(fays holy David) that is, when I lived in an un- 
interrupted calm of Proſperity, I went aſtray, Pal. 
119, 67.) And therefore it is God's Care and Love 
to good. Men, not to accommodate all Events 
to their Humours and Deſires, He rather in 
meer Kindneſs to them, ſometimes preſcribes bit- 
ter. Potions, to ſecure or advance that Health, 
which the luſciouſneſs of Proſperity wou'd other- 
wiſe impair, and kindly moleſts their dangerous 
and treacherous Repoſe, with ſome cleaving Af- 
flictions, in order to rouze and awaken them to a 
better ſenſe of their Duty, left by a long ſtream 
of Felicity, they forget him, who is the ſource and 
_ _ origin of all that Happineſs. - This is what we are 
| aſſured of by expreſs Revelation: For theſe Cha- 
ſtiſements (ſays the Apoſtle, Heb, 12. 11.) tho? they 
are not joyous, but grievons, yet are they deſigned for the 


bringing forth the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs in 


ll them that are exerciſed thereby; and conſequently 
are the effects of God's Love, proceeding from a 


tender regard of their future well-being ; as when 


; we ſee a kind and indulgent Father, chaſt'ning his 


_ 
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their Felicity. If God ſhould gratify the Appe- 
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Favourite Infant, his ſtrokes cannot be interpreted 


as the effects of his Averſion, but as ſo many To- 
kens of the paſſionate concern he hath of its future 
I Happineſs and Welfare. 
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miſt lays it down as a certain Conclufidt n, and 
gives it us upon his own Experience, I know, 0 


Lord, (fays he, Pſal. 119. 95.) #hat thy Judges 


are right, and that thou in Falle neſs haſt afflicted ine. 
The Furnace of Affliction being intended not to 


conſume, but to refine and purifie good Men from 


their Earthly Droſſineſs and Pollution, to perfect 
and conſecrate them thro' Suffering, to improve 
their Graces, and exerciſe their Faith and Patience, 
to brighten their Virtues here, in order to qualifie £ 
them tor a'more ample portion of God's Kindneſs, 
and a fuller diſplay of his Love hereafter. -* Theſe 
tight  Afflitions, (as the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. 4. 17.) 
which are but for a moment, will work for us a 205 more 
N er aud eternal weight of Glorrf. | 
This is the worſt that God defigns them in Erg F 
ry Adverſity ; this the great ſcope and intendment 


'. - of all the puniſhments he inflicts on good Men; 
He is ſelf- ſufficient, and ſo neither receives not. ; 


propoſes any Advantage from their A fl\Hions, q 
and ſuch is the goodneſs and benignity of his Na- 
ture, as will not permit him to lay them on them 
meerly out of deſign to gratify his Pleaſure, or for 
Affliction fake ; for we are told, (Lam. 3 3.33 3 that 
he doth not Mic: willingly, nor grieve the Children : 
Men. And therefore whenever he reacheth out to 
good Men a bitter Cup, ſince he cannot do it 3 
any ſelfiſh View, or mercenary Proſpect, we may , 
with all poſſible aſſurance conclude, that the In- 
gredients of it are Medicinal, and in order to 4 


more important good of the patients; and tho? © 


Draught may, like Wormwood, be 11 
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Thoughts of God upon this account, than for re- 
viling a skilful Phyſician for incommoding us at 
-preſent, and applying a ſevere Remedy in order 
to our Health and Safety. Thus you ſee the con- 


ditien of good Men under the worſt Circumſtan- 


ces, is fairly conſiſtent with God's Goodneſs. And 


Secondly, the Proſperity of the Wicked is as recon- 
cilable to his hatred of Sin, and the eſſential Sancti- 


ty of his Divine Nature. = 

God's original and primary Deſign in giving us 
Being at firſt, was in order to make us eternally hap- 
py at laſt; and all his fubſequerit Acts tend to this 
End; he deſires not the Death of a Sinner, but ra- 


ther that he ſhould turn from the error of his ways; 
and to that purpoſe he makes uſe of all the means 


that are likely to reclaim us and bring us back into 


the ways of Salvation. When harſher Methods 


prove ineffectual, then he makes uſe of ſoft and 


entler ways, and tries to gain us by Kindneſs and 
ndeartnents. - This we are told by St. Paul, the 


Goodneſs and long-ſaffering of Goa, (ſays he, Ran. 


2z 4.) is to lead us to Repeutance: And in another 
place, that Chaſtiſements are defigned for the bring= 
ing forth the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs in all 


them that are exerciſed thereby, Heb. 12. 11. This is 
the Etrand upon which Proſperity and Adverſity 


in their ſucceſſive changes are ſent: And whenGod 
has try'd theſe different arts of Diſcipline and Love, 
and Men remain ſtubborn and refractory, in defi- 


ance both of his Mercies and Judgments, he at laſt, 
ohopes of Reformationappearing, conſigas them 
F 


Attieir Circumftances and Infirmities require And 
1 think ſetting aſide the aſſiſtance of all other con= 
ficlerations, there can be no more pretence or rea- 
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is Correcton or future regard. And can there be 
a greater token of averſion toV ice, and perſevering 
Wickedneſs, than this All-wiſe Pliyſician ceaſing 
his Adminiſtration, and leaving them in the entire 


poſſeſſion and Power. of the Devil, to be hurried 


at his pleaſure from one Wickedneſs to another, 


and finally into Perditio . 
And ſome of thoſe: probably are under theſe 


Circumſtances, who are ſo uſually the Objects of || 


our Envy ; God out of a juſt reſentment of the 


abuſe of his Mercies, may have withdrawn his 
Care of them, and given them up to their own 
ways, to the filling up the Meaſures of their: Sins, 


and treaſuring up, Wrath againſt the day of Wrath, 


"Kg being ripe for Perdition, and richly deſerving 


Vengeance, the may fall more proper Victims to 
Divine Severity at the laſt Day; in which God's 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs will be diſplay'd, to the 
full ſatisfaction of all good Men, and the eternal 


Condemnation of all bad Men, The Wicked ſhall go 


away into everlaſting Fire, and the Righteous into Life 
eternal; and then ſhall ye return and diſcern between 
the Righteous and the Wicked, between him that ſerved | 


God, and him that ſerved him not, Mal. 3. 18. 


I come now in the _ 


34. and laſt Place to 


onclude with ſome Ap- | | 
plication from the latter part of my Diſcourſe, ſuit- - 
able to this Time and Place, © 
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Let what has been ſaid, be a mighty encourage. 


went to us to be ey diligent and faithful in the 
iniſtry, whatever crofs U- 
ſages, or ill Treatment we may meet with in the 
World for our Pairs ; the Reward is ſufficient ta. - 
make us abundant Recompence at laſt, and God's 
_ affiſtance is extraordinary to give us an ample ſup-_ 
port under them at preſent. We are fallen indeed 
Into a very degenerate Age, an Age in which it 


diſcharge of our 


| js almoſt a Crime to be Vertuous, the leaſt Air of 


Religion is look'd upon as Singular and Unfafhio- 


| nable, and our very. Hahits, which are the diſtin- 
guiſhing Badges of our Function, and beſpeak our 
relation to God and Holy Things, are become means 
of expoſing us to the Inſolencies and Abuſes of 
wicked Men, even but of too many of thoſe who 
ſhou'd be Examples and Precedents of good Man- 


ners to the reſt of Mankind. There is ſcarce a lit- 
tle vain Thing, that has but attained the Sciences of 


but preſently bends his fancy to ridicule and de- 


[1 fſpitefully uſe us; Libertines and Drunkards make 


Songs upon us,” and every thing is thought Wit 


that is but Prophane. Yet tho* We are troubled on 


ought to be matter of Joy and Conſolation that we 


fall into Tribularions, which are a conformity o 
Chriſt, and they which tread in the Reproachful 


ſoalt reign with him hereafter, in that Day. when 


nay, it is. rather a confirmation of our Faith, that 
there are Scoffe 

L.uſts, verifying the Predictions of the Goſpel, that 
there ſhould ariſe ſuch in the latter Days. And it 
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Wisdom ſhall be juſtified of all her Children; for 
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RE ee 
then ſhall the Righteous Man ſtand in great Bold> 
= neſs before the Face of ſuch as have affficked him, 
and made no account of his Labours. And they | 
R ſhall ſay within themſelves, This was he whom 
1 we had ſometimes in Deriſion and a Proverb of 
Reproach; we Fools counted his Life Madneſs 
and his End to be without Honour: How is he 
numbred among the Children of God, and his, 
E111 ͤ 
Our great High- Prieſt himſelf God bleſſed for 
eeuer, the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the 
J expreſs 270 and Reſemblance of his Perſon, cou'd 
I not eſcape Ignominy and Diſgrace. His whole 
Life was one continued Act of doing Good, and the 
adequate performance of the whole Will of God; 
yet all his gracious Offices were traduced, bad Con- 
ſtructions, and ſiniſter Interpretations were put ups 
on them, and he himfelf ftigmatiz'd with the odi- ' 
ous Character of an Impoſtor, a Wine-bibber, and | 


— 


And the Apoſtles, who trod in his Steps, ſhared 
in his Fate, they underwent the like Reproaches 
and hard Uſage which their. Maſter had born be- 

fore them. Let it therefore be no diſcouragement 
to us, if we meet with the ſame Grievances, in 
the Diſcharge of dur Miniſtry, for the Servant is 

not above his Lord ; nor let us think it hard that 
| we mees with Briars in the way, when the Path } 

F is the Road that leads to Glory. Neither is it a- 
my juſt Reflection upon us to be contemned and 

„ Ultreated, bur to deſerve to be ſo. And if to be 

I | of the pureſt Church in the World, and famous for 
ll | -  . univerſal Leaning to all the Nations rovind a- 

bout ds; if co. promote the Glory of God, and the 
|| | Salvation ofSoubs, be matter of Diſparagement,God 

Eran that we may all our Lives long continue, | 
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St. Paul magnifie our Office and juſtly boaſt of a 
Clergy, who have been as eminent for their pro- 
found Learning, as renouned for the Sanctity of 


and more edify 
that their 


prehenſions 
* we "I , — 29S 4 9 
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under this Ignominy, and at laſt dye under this Die. 
grace, thoſe that account this vile, their commen- 
F dations and good Word would be our greateſt Re- 


proach. Thanks be to God that we of this Church, 
of which it is my Happineſs to be a Member, and 
my Glory to bea Prieſt, a Church the moſt Apoſto- 
lical in its Government, and Primitive in its Do- 
Arine and Worſhip, I ſay that we can truly with 


theirLives, and the unweariedAQtivity of their zeal 


for God and the good of Souls, as any Church in 


the whole World can boaſt ß. 
And God be praiſed our Church abounds now 
with thoſe of the ſame Character, who for their 


true and unaffected Piety and Virtue, equal if not 


exceed their Predeceſſors ; who for their profound 
Science in Learning and Religion, have not their 
equals under the Cope of. Heaven; Witnels thoſe 
many excellent and Godly Diſcourſes that are ex- 


tant in Print, and are ſo many ſtanding Monu- 
ments of Shame and Condemnation to the giddy 
ſenſeleſs Crew of our Diſſenters, who have the 


Face to alledge this as one of their ſilly Reaſons, for 
abandoning the Church, becauſe they have better 
al | ing and Soul faving Preaching in 
an illiterate Conventicle. „ 
And we have daily ſuch Eminent and Wholſom 
Streams flowing from our Fountains of Learning, 
remains no preſent Fears, but that we 


; 


| ſhall rather reflect a Luſtre on that Character al- 
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ready Eſtabliſh*d, than diminiſh ought from it, 


notwithſtanding the Jealous, tho" groundleſs, ap- 
of a late unwary Preface, We may - 
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HT think with truth affirm, That we need not the 
addition of the Learning of any of our Northren j 
Neighbours to make our Church illuſtrious at Home, 
or Glorious Abroad. There is not the leaſt appea- 
rance of Suſpition but that we fhall be able to ſtop 
the Mouths of Gainſayers, and all thoſe that have 
evil will at our Sion; Tcou'd not but with ſurprize 
obſerve the anxious - concern of that late Prelate, 
Teaſt we ſhou'd not be able to anſwer the feeble ef- 
forts of Modern Conformity, I always thought 
that one of the heavieſtCrimes and'Charges againſt | 
us, was, that we bore too hard upon our Diſſen- 
ting Brethren, and made their Schiſm too viſible. | 
and indeed fo ſmall a pittance of Learning is in 


e 
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their Poſſeſſion, that had they Truth it ſelf on 
their Side, they wou'd be incompetent Defenders 
of it, but a bad Cauſe and weak Advocates muſt 
needs produce a ſuitable Vindication. Whatever 
Apprehenſions we may have from the Memory of 
paſt Tranſactions, and the Senſe of their preſent 
reſtleſs Tempers, we need never fear that they 
will do us any harm with their Arguments. It 
muſt be owned, neither am I carefull to conceal 
it, that ſome among us, may not be ſo abundantly 
qualified for the Miniſtry as it were to be wiſhed, 
but then this is owing to their natural Incapacity, 
and not to any Fault in the Univerſity Education, 
and it is ſomething ſtrange that their lots ſhou'd all [4 
happen to fall in the ſame ground, for we hear 
of no ſuch general complaint from any other Quar- 
ter. Beſides in the examination of Youth, allowe | 
ances ought to be made, it is not Reaſonable to ex- 
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pet from the Years of Three or four and Twenty 
de improvements and experience of Seventy. I 
not ſay, but I am afraid, there is not to.m uch 
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miſh upon the Clergy 


Clamour againſt our Church, 


| a Number, of which the Body of the Clergy con- 


one was a Traytor, and another deny'd his Lord 
our ſelves, we cannot eſcape the ſharp Arrows, e- 


ling us. We muſt ſuſpend even the neceſſary Acti- 


Examples, but watching for our Haltings: Menn 
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and. Univerſities of the 
Church of England, and raiſe the Reputation of 


Fanatical Accademies. 8 


Neither am ] ſolicitous to conceal that popular 
of ſeveral of the 
Prieſthood living unſuitably to their High Calling. 
Notwithſtanding there may be ſuch, yet this is no 
reaſonable Plea for Separation, for the Virtue and 
Efficacy of the Sacraments don't depend upon the 

oodneſs or badneſs of him that Adminiſters; and 
indeed it wou'd be very ſtrange, if among ſo great 


fiſts, their were not a few diſcrediting exceptions: 
The Apoſtles were but twelve in number, and yet 


and Maſter, and yet this was no juſt aſperſion of 
of the Apoſtleſhip, nor ought the blemiſhes of a 
few Perſons among us, be any reflection upon the 
Order; as long as we are Fleſh and Blood, we muſt 
be Subject to the Infirmities of them. 


E P 


But indeed how exemplary ſoever we behave 


ven bitter Words of a Degenerate Age, Men 
will find ſomething, how unjuſt ſoever to object a- 
gainſt us, where there is no blot, they will en- 
deavour to make one, every little Infirmity muſt 
be aggravated with the moſt heinous Circumſtan- 
ces, rather than they will want an occaſion of revi- 


ons of Life, if we will not run the hazard of ha- 
ving ill· natur'd Deſcants, and malicious Gloſſes 


made upon us. 


Many Eyes are upon us, not to imitate our 
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ay, of the leaſt appearances of one, fo malici oully 


our. Fo og and his Apoſtles that were BS. 
And if they drank fo :deeply of the 
he way, it is Röchling but reafonablethat 
bdould poſſeſs our Souls in patience under Bad 
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Viages' and ill Treatment, for theſe are no Tokens 
| of our Abdication, but e e and Eviden- 
Ces of our Sonſhip; And if Hus, then hetrs of God, 
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comfortable Hope in us, Let s be Ke 1 
ble, always abounding. in the work of. the Ded, 2. I 
much as we know that e onr labour 2 "mot" in vals in 
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